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TOM FISHER HOUSE 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [2.08 pm]: I rise to inform the 
house about Tom Fisher House, a new shelter for men who are experiencing acute homelessness. Today, the 
Premier and I visited the site and met with some of the staff and volunteers who will be involved in this new 
service. The shelter, to be situated on Beaufort Street in Highgate, will provide safe and secure accommodation 
for up to 10 chronically homeless men who would otherwise be sleeping on the streets. This is a partnership 
between the state government and the St Vincent de Paul Society, which will operate the service. Through the 
Department of Housing, the government has invested $4 million to purchase the land and capital works. The 
Department for Child Protection and Family Support is funding the operations of the shelter with $1.4 million 
over three years.  
Tom Fisher House is named after Mr Tom Fisher in acknowledgement of the longstanding and significant 
contributions that Mr Fisher has made to the St Vincent de Paul Society since 1960. Mr Fisher has held the 
positions of regional president, vice-president and state president in Western Australia. He served on the national 
council of the St Vincent de Paul Society for five years and played an integral role in opening one of the 
St Vincent de Paul Society’s first men’s shelters. An interim Tom Fisher House night shelter recently opened in 
East Perth, which provides overnight accommodation for up to eight men. 
The state government is committed to working with the not-for-profit community services sector through 
partnerships such as this one to break the cycle of homelessness. This follows Homeless Persons’ Week, which 
took place between 4 and 10 August 2014. Events took place across Western Australia to raise awareness of the 
challenges faced by those who do not have a permanent home. 
Results from the recent Perth Registry Week survey showed that 204 people were sleeping on the streets in 
inner-city Perth. Of those 204, nearly 24 per cent were under 25 years of age. The youngest person was 15 years 
old and the oldest was 77. Nearly 54 per cent of adult respondents and 73 per cent of youth respondents were 
homeless for more than six months. The survey also found that those who are homeless have a much higher 
chance of having mental health or substance abuse issues. Thirty per cent of young people and 54 per cent of 
adults surveyed said that they had a mental health, physical health or substance abuse issue. 
Tom Fisher House will not only offer accommodation respite, but also link those using the shelter to other 
support services as required. It will be staffed by a multidisciplinary team, with health, mental health and drug 
and alcohol skills, to assist visitors and support their move away from the cycle of homelessness. 
The state government has invested heavily in tackling homelessness. In 2012–13, the Australian Institute of 
Health and Welfare reported that more than 21 000 Western Australians have accessed specialist homelessness 
services. This support is delivered primarily through the commonwealth and state–funded National Affordable 
Housing Agreement and the National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness. In 2014–15, approximately 
$75 million in state and commonwealth funding will be provided through these agreements for accommodation 
and support services provided by the not-for-profit community services sector. In addition, the state 
government’s affordable housing strategy is helping Western Australians progress towards owning their own 
home. This Department of Housing scheme is ahead of target. It has already delivered more than 15 000 of the 
20 000 affordable housing opportunities this strategy aims to provide by 2020. This government continues to 
deliver a number of new homelessness services. In the past 12 months, 107 new beds have been made available 
for homeless people. Entrypoint Perth, a homeless assessment and referral service funded by the Department for 
Child Protection and Family Support, commenced operations early this year. These are all significant successes 
we hope to build on into the future through ongoing partnerships with the sector. 
I would like to commend the tireless efforts of those who work in this sector. It is their dedication and 
commitment that makes a real difference each and every day in the lives of people who have lost their way. This 
support can help those who are in crisis get back on track, regain their confidence and end their cycle of 
homelessness. 
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